
UNTOLD STORIES – Stories of War Heroes



Teachers notes
Slide 1 Children to discuss prior knowledge of WW1 .

Slide 2 Children to discuss questions with partner, whole class feedback.

Slide 3 Information slides about commonwealth and countries that fought in war. 

Slide 4 Information slides about Khudadad Khan.

Slide 5 Slides and link to information about African countries involvement in WW1.

Slide 6 Discuss quotes from soldiers experience in WW1.

Slide 7 Children to role play interview with solider, inferring answers from the experiences expressed 
from the quotes.

Slide 8 Writing activity, to write news paper interview with a soldier from commonwealth country.

Slide 9 Discuss importance of the inclusivity of remembrance day.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqhyb9q/articles/znhhr
j6

What do you 
know about 
WW1?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqhyb9q/articles/znhhrj6


Look at this man.

When do you think he lived?

Where do you think he was from?

What is he wearing and why?

What do you think he might be remembered for?



Soldiers from the commonwealth

From 'The Statistics of the Military Effort of the British Empire 
during the Great War 1914-1920':
•Britain: 5,000,000
• India: 1,440,437
•Canada: 628,964
•Australia: 412,953
• South Africa: 136,070
•New Zealand: 128,825
•Other colonies: 134,837

Britain's colonies sent over two and a half million men to 
fight for Britain during the war.
India sent the most soldiers. At that time, India included 
both Pakistan and Bangladesh.
Colonies as far away as Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
South Africa and Rhodesia (which is now Zimbabwe) 
also sent thousands of soldiers.
That meant that Britain had soldiers from five different 
continents:
Europe, North America, Australasia, Asia and Africa.



Khudadad Khan was born in Dabb Village, Punjab State, Pakistan. 
When war broke out he joined the Army as a Sepoy or Private 
soldier and served as a machine gunner. In October 1914 his 

regiment was sent to the front line in France. All the gunners were 
killed apart from Khan who was badly wounded. For his bravery in 

France and his involvement in preventing the German Army 
reaching vital ports, Khan received the Victoria Cross. He was the 

first native-born Indian to receive this honour. 

Khudadad Khan



In 1915 the British West Indies Regiment was formed from 

local volunteers to fight overseas. There was widespread 

enthusiasm on the islands to help the war effort, and the 

cost of sending the Regiment to France was raised from 

public subscription. Two thirds of the total recruitment of 

15,200 were Jamaican, though each of the colonies sent 

volunteers. The Regiment served in Palestine, Italy and 

on the Western Front.

African soldiers were also heavily involved. Soon after the 

declaration of war, soldiers from Nigeria, the Gold Coast, 

Sierra Leone, Gambia, Uganda, Nyasaland, Rhodesia and 

Kenya were mobilised to defend the borders of their own 

lands which adjoined German territories. They later took 

the lead in the campaigns to remove the Germans from 

Africa.

https://www.nam.ac.uk/schools/learning-
resources/commonwealth-soldiers-western-front

https://www.nam.ac.uk/schools/learning-resources/commonwealth-soldiers-western-front


When they arrived, they 

often found that fighting was 
to be done by white soldiers 
only - black soldiers were 
assigned the dirty and 
dangerous jobs of loading 
ammunition, laying telephone 
wires and digging trenches. 
Conditions were appalling.
From an article in the 
Guardian Newspaper about 
Jamaican soldiers in WWI

“We wanted to go. 

Because the island 
government told us that 
the king said all 
Englishmen must go to 
join the war. The 

country called all of us."

From a 2002 interview 
with George Blackman 
– a Jamaican man aged 
105 who fought in WWI

When we got home, if you got a 

mother or father you have 
something, but if you're alone, you 
got to look for work. When I come I 
had nobody. I had to look for work. 
I had to eat and buy clothes. Who 
going to give me clothes? I didn't 

have a father or nobody. Now I said, 
'The English are no good.' I went to 

Jamaica and I meet up some 
soldiers and I asked them, 'Here 
boy, what the government give 

you?' They said, 'The government 
give us nothing.' I said, 'We just the 
same.'“  George Blackman talking 

about his experience as a Jamaican 
soldier in WWI. Interview 

happened in 2002

Daily Mirror, 25 Jan 1915. 
The Victoria Cross is one 
of the greatest awards you 
can get in the army. 

"Any person who is for the time being 
an alien may… be enlisted in His 
Majesty's regular forces, so, however, 
the number of aliens serving together 
at any one time in any corps of the 
regular forces shall not exceed … one 
alien to every fifty British subjects, and 
that an alien … shall not be capable of 
holding any higher rank in His Majesty's 
regular forces than that of a warrant 
officer or non-commissioned officer." A 
special announcement that appeared 
during WWI in 
The Manual of Military Law. 

http://www.wewerethere.mod.uk/ww1/images/khan_vc_lg.jpg


Where were you born?

What made you sign up for war in Europe?

When did you leave  your country?

Where were you posted?

Were you rewarded for your bravery?



Walter Tull

WALTER TULL has become the most celebrated black British soldier of the First 
World War. He enlisted in December 1914, suffered shell shock, returned to 
action in the battle of the Somme and was decorated with the 1914-15 star 
and other British war and victory medals.
Commissioned as an officer in 1917, Tull was mentioned in dispatches for his 
‘gallantry and coolness’ at the battle of Piave in Italy in January 1918, but two 
months later he was killed in No Man’s Land during the second battle of the 
Somme.



Tell their stories…

You are going to write  a page of the Hackney Gazette. 
Conduct an interview with your imagined character, 
discussing his/her wartime experiences.

Where were you born?

I was born in Mumbai in 
1895, and spent my 
childhood there

What made you sign up 
for war in Europe?

I heard that Britain needed 
help, and wanted to take 
this opportunity to see 
some of the world

When did you leave India?

I left India in 1915, shortly 
after I signed up for the 
army. I was nervous and 
excited. I was still only a 
boy.

Challenge:  Can you do 
further research on the 
life of Walter Tull or 
Lionel Turpin and 
conduct a interview 
with them for the 
Gazette?



Why is it important that all soldiers are remembered?



Further research 

http://www.blackhistory4schools.com/20century/

https://www.theguardian.com/uk/2006/sep/03/world.secondworldwar

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20040524045421/http://www.mod.uk/wewerethere/

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20040524055205/http://www.mod.uk/wewerethere/files
/1914-1918.html

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqhyb9q/articles/z749xyc

https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/section/bhm-heroes/how-black-soldiers-helped-
britain-in-first-world-war/

http://www.blackhistory4schools.com/20century/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/2006/sep/03/world.secondworldwar
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20040524045421/http:/www.mod.uk/wewerethere/
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20040524055205/http:/www.mod.uk/wewerethere/files/1914-1918.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqhyb9q/articles/z749xyc
https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/article/section/bhm-heroes/how-black-soldiers-helped-britain-in-first-world-war/

