
UNTOLD STORIES – THE TUDORS 



Teachers notes
Slide 1 Learning in context to prior knowledge. Children to infer tome period and country that 

these people are from. Discuss why they think this.

Slide 2 Prior of life during the Tudor era, what do the children know about King Henry VII and 
William Shakespeare?

Slide 3 Children to discuss presence of Moors and other ethnicities in Britain at the time. 

Slide 4 Children to discuss inferences about primary source.

Slide 5 Caption to the source of John Blanke.

Slide 6 Children to discuss inferences about primary source.

Slide 7 Caption to the source cheque paid to John Blanke (discussion of free man)

Slide 8 Summaries inferences about John Blanke, collect ideas as class

Slide 9 Writing activity, children write in role of John Blanke.

Slide 10 -11 Plenary: children to discuss the public opinion of black people at the time.



What could 
these people all 
have in 
common?



The Tudors

1509 1609



Who also lived in 
England at this time?

• The Tudor period was significant for Black 
settlement in England. In 1501, Catherine of 
Aragon landed at Plymouth with an entourage of 
Moors, Muslims and Jews. Besides ‘Black Moors’ 
from Spain and North Africa, in Tudor times Black 
people began to arrive as a result of the slave 
trade – as interpreters, sailors and servants, and 
also as slaves.

Moor

Term applied to Muslims who conquered parts of 
Spain in the 8th century. Also denotes people from
Morocco or Mauritania in North Africa. In Britain it 
was often used to refer to any Black person 
(particularly Muslims). ‘Blackamoor’ was also used as 
a synonym for ‘negroe’ in the 15th -17th centuries.



What can you see?

• In pairs can you discuss:

• Who is this man?

• What does he do?

• Where is he?

• Why is he important?

• Who painted this picture?



The Black Trumpeter – at 
Henry VIII’s Tournament

• This image, an extract from the 60ft-
long Westminster Tournament Roll, shows 
six trumpeters, one of whom is Black and 
is almost certainly John Blanke. All the 
trumpeters are wearing yellow and grey, 
with blue purses at their waists. John 
Blanke is the only one wearing a brown 
turban latticed with yellow. He is mounted 
on a grey horse with a black harness.



What can you see?

• In pairs can you discuss:

• What is this?

• What do you think it says

• Where is this source from?

• Why is this important?

• Who does this belong to?



Pay Day for John Blanke

• This extract from an Exchequer roll of 1507 shows 
the first payment to John Blanke, the Black 
trumpeter at the Tudor court. He was paid 20 
shillings for the month of November (which in 
today's money would be about £430). It seems that 
John Blanke worked every day of the month.



What can these two 
primary sources 
teach us about 
John Blanke?



Why is the story of John 
Blanke significant?
• John Blanke was a regular musician at the royal courts of Henry VI and Henry VII. The 
records of payments to the musicians were kept by the Treasurer of the Chamber. There are 
several payments recorded to ‘John Blanke the Black trumpeter.’ 

• From the 15th century there was a growing desire to capture spectacles and ceremonials 
and record them for posterity. Henry VIII wanted such a pictorial record made of his 
tournament to mark the birth of his male child. He commissioned the Westminster 
Tournament Roll, a unique treasure held at the College of Arms. It is a pictorial illuminated 
manuscript, a continuous roll approximately 60 feet long. It retells the event  from the 
beginning, middle and end of the tournament, which took place over two days.

• In the Westminster Tournament Roll, the king occupies a prominent position. Henry is 
shown surrounded by a host of footmen, officials and dignitaries, a mace bearer, a crowd of 
nobles, the officers of arms and six trumpeters. Among the latter is a Black man. He appears 
twice on the Roll: once on the way from the court and again on the way back. According to 
the historian Sydney Anglo, he is almost certainly John Blanke, the 'blacke trumpeter' 
mentioned in the Treasurer's accounts.

• Henry VIII's tournament was a costly extravaganza, and here we find a Black man 
included in one of the most magnificent pageants of his time, dressed formally as a mounted 
musician, perhaps also belonging to the equestrian corps of the court.



What would John Blanke Say?

• You are going to write a diary entry of the Westminster 
tournament as if you were John Blanke.

• What would have been thinking or feeling?

• What would his fellow trumpeters have thought?

• Was he alone? Did he tell his family?

• How famous was he? 

• Would King Henry VII have noticed him?

• What reactions would the crowd have to his music?



What was the attitude towards immigrants 
during this time?



What was the attitude towards immigrants 
during this time?



Further research 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/early_times/blanke.htm

http://www.blackhistory4schools.com/tudors/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-52939694

http://www.blackhistory4schools.com/tudors/blackmoores.pdf

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/pathways/blackhistory/early_times/blanke.htm
http://www.blackhistory4schools.com/tudors/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-52939694
http://www.blackhistory4schools.com/tudors/blackmoores.pdf

