
What was the impact of 
Claudia Jones’ work?
LI: To explore cultural influences



Life in Notting Hill

In the 1950s, many people from the 
Caribbean settled in the Notting Hill 
area. Those who were already living 
in the area did not like black people, 
and so they made life hard for the 
Caribbean community.

They would put signs in the pubs 
that read, ‘No dogs, No blacks.’ It 
was difficult for the Caribbean 
Community to find housing as well.

Key Question:
Think about how the Windrush Generation felt about moving to Britain. Do you think their view of 
Britain had changed once they settled in Notting Hill?



Notting Hill Riots

There were a group of white working-class 
boys called ‘Teddy Boys’, who were 
determined to make Britain white again. 

On the 30th August 1958 about 300/400 
white people were seen attacking the 
homes of Caribbean residents. Petrol 
bombs and milk bottles were used as 
missiles.

These attacks took place every night until 
5th September 1958.



Social action after the riots

After the riots, Claudia Jones saw the need to uplift the Caribbean community by 
‘washing away the taste of the riots’. She planned a carnival to unify the community.

This was the precursor to the Notting Hill Carnival today.

Why do you think 
this is described 
as a social action?



Notting Hill Carnival
Today Notting Hill Carnival is a great event that celebrates Caribbean culture. 
Every year around 2.5million people attend!

Key Questions:
- Have you been to the 
carnival before? What was it 
like?
- Why do you think Notting 
Hill Carnival is important to 
the Caribbean community?



Music
At Notting Hill Carnival, attendees can enjoy music genres such as soca and 
calypso. These types of music are from the Caribbean and the rhythm of the 
sounds is often linked to carnival.

How do you feel when you listen to 
the sounds of calypso?



Costumes
Mas Bands create costumes for Notting Hill Carnival. People will buy the 
costumes and join a band to ‘play mas’ (masquerade) on the parade route.

What do you like about the costumes?



Activity

Today we are going to prepare for our own carnival:

Costumes:
Look at the examples of the costumes. You are going to design 
your own carnival costumes (t-shirt and face mask).

Music:
Listen to the music. What did you like about it?
You can choose to either write your own lyrics to a rhythm or 
learn the lyrics of a song.



Further Research

This lesson helps children to understand that social action can take 
place in different forms and not just protesting.

Carnival is also popular in the Caribbean, with celebrations taking place 
every year. When Claudia Jones arranged the indoor carnival, she was 
including something that she knew would make her community feel 
happy and almost as if they were at home.


