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Home Learning Policy

Vision

Children need to be encouraged and supported to learn at home as well as at school to enrich their learning experiences and help them to achieve their full potential. It is recognised that quality, regular and challenging homework can have a positive impact on a child’s attainment and progress. Similarly, this policy also takes into account evidence which states that home learning is most effective when parents are involved in the tasks.
Aims

· To motivate children and encourage an enjoyment of learning.

· To support and extend the curriculum in the classroom to help the children achieve higher standards.

· To increase the child’s independence in learning, self discipline and organisational skills.

· To present children with different ways of learning, studying and working. 

· To strengthen the partnership between home and school.

· To value and empower parents as educators.

· To prepare older children for secondary school.

How much homework?

Reception

Children in reception are just starting on their journey in school and is important that parents encourage and motivate their children. To foster this, we ask that you read with your child four times a week and record this in their reading record. This not only develops the habit of regular reading but also helps them to become used to story sharing with an adult. 
Families can also contribute to meeting children’s targets by regularly checking “Tapestry” where the next steps that your child needs to take in their learning can be seen precisely. 
Key Stage 1

Children in Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2) should be reading at least four times a week to an adult and this should be recorded in their reading record. Children will also be given English and Maths based activities every week to support their skill development. This should take no longer than 30 minutes a week. Homework will be set on a Thursday and must be handed in by the following Tuesday to allow for the homework to be marked. At this point, the class teachers will also check to see if the children have been reading at least four times each week. The class teacher may also set optional half termly homework tasks related to the topic the children are learning.

Key Stage 2
Children in Key Stage 2 (Years 3, 4, 5 and 6) should be reading at least four times a week to an adult and this should be recorded in their books.

In order to ensure consistency for children in Key Stage 2, all children will be set weekly tasks. There will be an English and maths based task each week which will take around 30 minutes each to complete. Homework will be set on a Thursday and must be handed in by the following Tuesday to allow for the homework to be checked. At this point, the class teachers will also check to see if the children have been reading at least four times each week. 
There may be some appropriate homework set in addition to the above in order to provide additional support or challenge. This may include sounds practice for younger children, online maths practice, science experiments or revision for SATs tests in Year Two and Year Six.

If there are any changes to the homework routine, the class teacher will make sure that you are kept informed via a letter, Class Dojo or Parentmail.
How can parents help?

It can make a big difference to the success of homework if there is a quiet place for children to concentrate and think about their homework. It is worth considering that tired, hungry, cold and irritated children are going to find homework extra challenging. 

If there are questions about how to complete a particular piece of homework, this should be raised with the class teacher who will clarify. We will provide worked examples as necessary. 
Rewards and Sanctions

Homework is to be completed out of school hours. We encourage children to complete their homework and reward them for doing so. We will not punish children at school for non-completion as we recognise that there are a number of factors that can prevent children from completing homework. We can support families who wish to help their child but who are reluctant to complete homework out of school.
If there are any questions or concerns over homework, these should be addressed to the class teacher in the first instance. If this does not resolve the matter, then a senior teacher will assist. 

Monitoring
The effectiveness of this policy will be monitored through:

· Parental feedback at parent/teacher meetings

· Pupil feedback
· Response rates (i.e. numbers of pupils completing homework)

· Pupil progress data
